CARISBROOKE   CASTLE

From there he sent Mr, Ashburnham and Sir John Berkeley
to Carisbrooke to sound Colonel Hammond, the Governor of
the island, as to his attitude to the King. In his letter the King
informed Hammond that he had fled from Hampton Court be-
cause he feared assassination and that he proposed to confide his
safety to his keeping. By some strange error of judgment,
Ashburnham and Berkeley, though not convinced of Ham-
mond's integrity, allowed him to accompany them to the King
at Titchfield. When the King was told that Hammond was
waiting to see him, he said to Ashburnham, t What! Have
you brought Hammond with you? 0 Jack, you have undone
me ; for I am by this means made fast from stirring.' To
which Ashburnham said thatc if he mistrusted Hammond he
would undertake to remove him.' The King refused, saying,
* No, it is too late to think of anything but going through the
way you have forced upon me and to leave the issue to God.'
Accordingly Hammond was admitted to the King's presence,
where he solemnly declared that * he tendered His Majesty's
person above his own life and would not fail in doing his ut-
most in fulfilling His Majesty's just desires *.

The next day the King, accompanied by some of his friends,
reached Carisbrooke, On his way through Newport * a
gentlewoman presented him with a damask rose... and prayed
for him, which His Majesty heartily thanked her for \ The
King was lodged in three rooms of the Governor's house which
Hammond endeavoured to make comfortable for him. At first
the gentry of the island were allowed to visit the King and he
went out hunting, but soon Hammond, who had reported the

79